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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

STATEMENT ON ATTORNEY GENERAL'S APPROVAL OF 
TRANSPORTATION & CLIMATE BALLOT QUESTION 

Proposed Initiative Petition Would Worsen Climate, Equity and Transportation Crises 

BOSTON , September 1, 2021 -- As the extreme weather across Massachusetts and 
beyond makes clear, we face a climate crisis that threatens our Commonwealth. Severe 
storms, flooding, drought and dangerous heat affect us all. This crisis demands clear 
action and responsible leadership. 

The Transportation and Climate Initiative, or TCI, will benefit residents all across 
Massachusetts and beyond as part of a comprehensive approach to reducing carbon 
emissions. TCI will help protect our environment and health while also improving vital 
transportation services on which we all depend.  

Transportation pollution, which is responsible for over 40 percent of carbon emissions in 
the region, harms everyone, but particularly our most vulnerable residents in 
Environmental Justice communities, children and seniors. At the same time, our aging 
transportation infrastructure urgently needs new investment to make it more equitable, 
more reliable and safer. 

In addition to reducing carbon emissions, TCI will generate investments in clean 
transportation alternatives, including those designed to reverse historical trends and 
advance equitable outcomes in communities that have been underserved by 
transportation infrastructure or disproportionately impacted by tailpipe emissions. 

The ballot question proposed by TCI opponents threatens our environment, our health, 
and our transportation. But that’s not all. This poorly drafted, overly broad petition could 
threaten any policy or revenue source designed to eliminate pollution from 
transportation.  That includes both existing revenue sources and potential future policies 
which benefit families and communities most burdened by transportation pollution. 

We are confident that if this petition makes it onto the ballot, Massachusetts voters will 
join Governor Baker, other elected officials, civic leaders and advocates in opposing this 



 

 

ballot question, and supporting a bipartisan, regional approach to reducing air pollution 
while modernizing our transportation system. 

### 

 

Transportation for Massachusetts (T4MA) is a diverse coalition of more than 100 
member and partner organizations with a stake in improving transportation across the 
Commonwealth. Our coalition advocates at the state, federal, and local levels for 
transportation policies that are innovative, sustainable, and environmentally friendly. We 
want a transportation system that strengthens our economy and our communities, while 
also being safer, healthier, more affordable and reliable. Learn more at t4ma.org. 

Acadia Center advances bold, effective, and equitable clean energy solutions for a 
livable climate and a stronger, more equitable economy.forms strategic alliances and 
engages all stakeholders—legislators, business and community leaders, advocacy and 
environmental justice groups—to press for next-generation solutions and ensure long-
term results. See acadiacenter.org. 

MASSPIRG Education Fund is an independent, non-partisan group that works for 
consumers and the public interest. MASSPIRG Education Fund is part of The Public 
Interest Network, which operates and supports organizations committed to a shared 
vision of a better world and a strategic approach to getting things done. Through 
research, public education and outreach, we serve as counterweights to the influence of 
powerful special interests that threaten our health, safety or well-being. Visit 
masspirg.org. 

The Environmental League of Massachusetts (ELM) is committed to combating 
climate change and protecting our land, water, and public health. By creating diverse 
alliances and building the power of the environmental community, we use our collective 
influence to ensure Massachusetts is a leader in environmental and economic 
sustainability. Learn more at environmentalleague.org. 

Ceres is a Massachusetts-based nonprofit organization working to solve the world’s 
greatest sustainability challenges. Through our powerful networks and global 
collaborations of investors, companies and nonprofits, we drive action and inspire 
equitable market-based and policy solutions throughout the economy. Learn more at 
ceres.org. 

LivableStreets envisions a world where streets are safe, vibrant public spaces that 
connect people to the places where they live, work, and play, and advocates for 
practical, people-centered transportation systems in Metro Boston that can dismantle 
invisible barriers that divide neighborhoods, communities, and people. See 
livablestreets.info. 
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