
Please note some of the signatories to this letter are also submitting separate letters as organizations or coalitions. 

RGGI Program Review: Topics for Public Consideration 

https://www.rggi.org/sites/default/files/Uploads/Program-Review/9-13-2021/RGGI%20Topics%20for%20Public%20Participation_2021-09-07.pdf


In the Third Program Review, RGGI should set the cap for emissions no higher than the level of 
emissions allowed under state-level clean energy and GHG reduction laws in each of the relevant 
years. In line with the latest science on climate, the RGGI participating states have adopted increasingly 

aggressive renewable energy portfolio (RPS) standards, clean energy standards (CES), and 

 GHG reduction targets. An RPS or CES is a regulatory mandate to increase production of energy 

from renewable or clean resources, including wind and solar. While the exact list of resources that qualify 
under these policies varies from state to state, it often extends to resources including solar, wind, 
biomass, hydroelectricity, and nuclear. Such policies are already setting aggressive targets and mandates 
for the amount of clean energy that states must procure and levels of GHG reductions they must attain. 

RGGI States Clean Energy and Economy Wide GHG Reduction Targets Adopted in Law3 

State 
RPS or Clean 

Energy Target4 

RPS or Clean 
Energy Target 

Year 

Economy-Wide 
GHG Reduction 

Target 

GHG Reduction 
Target Year 

Connecticut 100% 2040 80% 2050 

Delaware 40% 2035 N/A N/A 

Maine 100% 2050 80% 2050 

Maryland 50% 2030 Net Zero 2045 

Massachusetts 80% 2050 Net Zero 2050 

New Hampshire 25.2% 2025 N/A N/A 

New Jersey 100%5 2035 80% 2050 

New York 100% 2040 85%6 2050 

Pennsylvania 18% 2021 80%7 2050 

Rhode Island 100% 2033 Net Zero 2050 

Virginia 100% 2050 Net Zero 2045 

Vermont 75% 2032 80% 2050 

 

 Data on state-level GHG reduction goals and RPS/CES goals compiled by Acadia Center based on state law mandating clean energy and/or 

economy-wide GHG reduction targets achieved by a specific year. In the case of states that have executive orders that are significantly more aggressive 
than statute (Pennsylvania and New Jersey), those executive orders were also incorporated into the table. Center for Climate and Energy Solutions 
(C2ES) maintains interactive maps that summarize both state-level GHG reduction targets and RPS/CES targets. 
https://www.c2es.org/content/state-climate-policy/  
https://www.c2es.org/document/renewable-and-alternate-energy-portfolio-standards/ 

 The specific electricity generation resources that qualify as “renewable” or “clean” and the accounting mechanisms around renewable energy credits 

vary from state to state. This table is only intended to provide a high-level summary of existing state-level renewable and clean energy policies.  

 Executive Order No 315 established New Jersey’s target of 100% clean energy by 2035, but the target is not adopted in statute.  

NYSERDA on NY’s Climate Act    

 Pennsylvania’s Executive Order 2019-01 calls for the state to “…strive to achieve a 26 percent reduction of net greenhouse gas emissions statewide 

by 2025 from 2005 levels, and an 80 percent reduction of net GHG emissions by 2050 from 2005 levels” but the target is not adopted in statute.  

https://www.c2es.org/content/state-climate-policy/
https://www.c2es.org/document/renewable-and-alternate-energy-portfolio-standards/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/20230215b.shtml
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Newsroom/2022-Announcements/2022-12-19-NYS-Climate-Action-Council-Finalizes-Scoping-Plan-to-Advance-Nation-Leading-Climate-Law
https://www.oa.pa.gov/Policies/eo/Documents/2019-01.pdf


 

 Data on clearing prices and trigger prices from RGGI “Allowance Prices and Volumes” https://www.rggi.org/auctions/auction-results 

 Rennert, K., Errickson, F., Prest, B.C. et al. Comprehensive evidence implies a higher social cost of CO2. Nature 610, 687–692 (2022).  

 Data on historic European Trading System (EU-ETS) carbon prices from Trading Economics “EU Carbon Permits” 

https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/carbon  
 

https://www.rggi.org/auctions/auction-results
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05224-9
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/carbon


 

 Data on California- Québec emissions trading market carbon prices from California Air Resources Board California Cap-and-Trade Program 

Summary of California-Québec Joint Auction Settlement Prices and Results https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/results_summary.pdf 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2020-08/results_summary.pdf


 

 

 Data on clearing prices and reserve prices from RGGI “Allowance Prices and Volumes” https://www.rggi.org/auctions/auction-results 

https://www.rggi.org/auctions/auction-results


 Northeast Environmental Justice and Climate Justice Region Wide Stakeholder Comments to RGGI, December 3, 2021, p. 6, available at: 

https://www.rggi.org/sites/default/files/Uploads/Program-Review/2021_Comments/Session2/CJA_Public_Comment_2021-12-03.pdf  
 

https://www.rggi.org/sites/default/files/Uploads/Program-Review/2021_Comments/Session2/CJA_Public_Comment_2021-12-03.pdf
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 See Acadia Center’s RGGI Report, for more details

https://acadiacenter.org/resource/findings-and-recommendations-for-the-third-rggi-program-review/
https://acadiacenter.org/resource/findings-and-recommendations-for-the-third-rggi-program-review/


Sincerely, 

 

 




